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When someone shows up and everything changes
● In the show Undercover Boss CEOs, business executives, and owners show up to work

in a low-level position in their company. Sometimes the employees disappoint their
bosses. Sometimes they impress them. But whenever the bosses’ identities are
uncovered, everything changes.

● Concert with a guest performer

When Jesus shows up, everything changes
● When Jesus shows up, everything changes. We’ve already seen this in the Gospel of

Mark.
○ Jesus heals the leper (Mark 1:40-45)
○ Jesus heals the paralytic man (Mark 2:1-12)
○ Jesus calls Levi the tax collector (Mark 2:13-17)
○ On the Sabbath Jesus heals the man with the withered hand (Mark 3:1-6)
○ When Jesus and his disciples were on the boat and a storm blew in, He calmed

the storm (Mark 4:35-41)
● In the passage we’re looking at tonight, Jesus shows up to a hopeless situation, and

changes everything.

Mark 5:1-20
● Mark 5:1 - They came to the other side of the sea, to the country of the Gerasenes.

○ This was the area controlled by the city of Gerasa.1

■ Decapolis - the region named for its ten prominent Gentile cities. (vs. 20)2

● Mark 5:2-5 - 2 And when Jesus had stepped out of the boat, immediately there met him
out of the tombs a man with an unclean spirit. 3 He lived among the tombs. And no one
could bind him anymore, not even with a chain, 4 for he had often been bound with
shackles and chains, but he wrenched the chains apart, and he broke the shackles in
pieces. No one had the strength to subdue him. 5 Night and day among the tombs and
on the mountains he was always crying out and cutting himself with stones.

○ Everyone failed to contain Him.
○ Think about the fear the people around him had, and think of the pain and

suffering the demon-possessed man lived with.

2 R. Alan Culpepper, Mark, Smyth & Helwys Bible Commentary (Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwys Publishing, Inc., 2007), 74.

1 David E. Garland, Mark: The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: ZondervanPublishingHouse, 1996), 202.
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● 6 And when he saw Jesus from afar, he ran and fell down before him. 7 And crying out
with a loud voice, he said, “What have you to do with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High
God? I adjure you by God, do not torment me.” 8 For he was saying to him, “Come out
of the man, you unclean spirit!” 9 And Jesus asked him, “What is your name?” He
replied, “My name is Legion, for we are many.”

○ The demon recognized Jesus. They also recognized Jesus’ power, because they
knew that Jesus could torment if He so pleased.

○ Legion - 6,000 foot soldiers and 120 horsemen3

● 10 And he begged him earnestly not to send them out of the country. 11 Now a great herd
of pigs was feeding there on the hillside, 12 and they begged him, saying, “Send us to
the pigs; let us enter them.” 13 So he gave them permission. And the unclean spirits
came out and entered the pigs; and the herd, numbering about two thousand, rushed
down the steep bank into the sea and drowned in the sea.

○ We know that this was Gentile country because of the pigs. Jewish people did
not farm or eat pigs.

○ There were so many demons that they drove 2,000 pigs crazy.
● 14 The herdsmen fled and told it in the city and in the country. And people came to see

what it was that had happened. 15 And they came to Jesus and saw the
demon-possessed man, the one who had had the legion, sitting there, clothed and in
his right mind, and they were afraid. 16 And those who had seen it described to them
what had happened to the demon-possessed man and to the pigs.

○ They were afraid when they saw the man healed. Why?
○ They were afraid because they recognized Jesus’ power.

■ They could not subdue the demon-possessed man. He was too strong
for them.

■ But Jesus could, so that means that Jesus is more powerful than the
townspeople.

● 17 And they began to beg Jesus to depart from their region. 18 As he was getting into the
boat, the man who had been possessed with demons begged him that he might be with
him. 19 And he did not permit him but said to him, “Go home to your friends and tell
them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you.” 20 And
he went away and began to proclaim in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for
him, and everyone marveled.

○ Why do you think that the townspeople asked Jesus to leave?
○ Decapolis - the region named for its ten prominent Gentile cities.4

4 R. Alan Culpepper, Mark, Smyth & Helwys Bible Commentary (Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwys Publishing, Inc., 2007), 74.

3 Garland, Mark, 204.
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5 Lessons from this story:
1. Jesus has greater power and authority than the evil of this world.

● The townspeople tried to subdue and control the demon-possessed man (vs. 3-4).
Chains could not contain him. No one was strong enough to control him. But Jesus
was. Perhaps that’s why the townspeople wanted Him to leave-because He is so
powerful.

● Within the framework of the Gospel of Mark, this is the second of a sequence of 4
miracles (Mark 4:35-5:43). The point of these miracles is to display Jesus’ power. He
has power over the natural world, the demonic world, sickness, and even death.

○ Jesus calms the storm (Mark 4:35-5:43)
○ Jesus casts out demons (Mark 4:1-20)
○ Jesus heals the bleeding woman (Mark 5:25-34)
○ Jesus heals Jarius’ daughter (Mark 5:21-43)

● Jesus’ power is greater than anything’s power or anyone’s power.
● Whatever you’re struggling with, the power of Jesus can help you. We all have

strongholds in our lives. We can not handle them alone. We need God’s help.
● Is there something that has a hold on you, give it to God. Let God take over.

○ Charles Spurgeon’s lion illustration: Let the lion out!

2. Jesus loves all people, no matter their background.
● The man that Jesus helped was a Gentile. This is the first mention of Gentiles in the

Gospel of Mark.
● The promise of the inclusion of the Gentiles was from the very beginning of the

formation of Israel, Jesus’ ministry, and early church teaching.
○ Genesis 12:1-3
○ Matthew 28:18-20
○ Ephesians 3:6

● The Kingdom of God is for everyone!
● Ethnicity

○ These people were not Jews. Having pigs and the use of legion (Roman)
indicated that these folks were Gentiles.

○ Christians are called to love everyone because Jesus created and died for
everyone.

● Past experiences
○ Maybe you really messed up.

● No matter your reputation
○ This guy was viewed as a crazy person by the community.

● Why is this? Why does our background not matter to Jesus’ love?
○ God makes us a new creation (2 Corinthians 5:17)
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3. Be faithful to Jesus exactly where you’re at.
● This always bothered me. Jesus would not let that man follow Him. He encouraged

many other people to follow Him (Mark 1:17, 20, 2:14).
● Jesus told him to stay and let everyone know when he had
● Sometimes we get the impression that the only way we can be faithful to God is to go

out and travel and do great and newsworthy things. Sometimes God wants you to be
faithful in the small things that are in front of you.

● One of the biggest regrets I have in college was looking forward to the future, and not
living in the present.

● Maybe you’re not content where you are. Maybe you’re just looking forward to the
future.

● God has you right where He wants you to be. Be faithful to God where He planted you.

4. Have a thankful posture towards Jesus.
● Jesus told him to go home and tell them what God has done for him.
● Do you genuinely thank God for your blessings?
● Do you focus on the things you don’t have rather than the blessings you do have?

5. Out of our thankfulness to God, we share with others about how God worked in our
lives.

● In many of our traditions, we don’t share a lot of testimonies.
● The Apostle Paul shared His testimony many times. He repeated what God had done

through him, and for him (Acts 22, 26).
● Changed lives are some of the best evangelistic tools

○ Your life is a testimony to God—Romans 12:1—offer your bodies as a living
sacrifice, this is your spiritual worship.

When Jesus shows up everything changes.
● Is there any part of your life you’d like to change? Is there a part of your life where you

feel hopeless? What area of your life are you still not letting Jesus get to?


