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A journey with Jesus 

● If you were to go on a long journey with Jesus, what would you bring with you? 
● Jim Brinkerhoff’s recommendation on what to bring with you when you journey with 

Jesus.  1

○ An open teachable heart 
○ A commitment to finish the journey 

 
Why Study The Gospel of Mark? 

● The earliest Gospel (late 60s)  2

○ This is one of the earliest accounts of Jesus’ life.  
○ The earlier the message, often, the more accurate the account. 

● The authors of two other Gospels, Matthew and Luke, used Mark as a source.  3

○ Mark was such an important document in the first century and was so widely 
circulated that Matthew and Luke used it when they compiled their Gospels. 
(Luke 1:1-4) 

● It is helpful for the Christian to sit down, and look verse-by-verse through a Gospel. 
○ Many of you have not slowed down to study the life of Jesus verse-by-verse. 
○ We learn who Jesus is in the Gospels. 

● The Gospel of Mark will be with you forever.  
○ You may forget a topical teaching series I teach, but you’ll always have the 

Gospel of Mark. 
● You can teach others about Jesus through the Gospel of Mark. 

○ Sit with someone and share with them what you learned in the Gospel of Mark. 
■ A Gospel is a good place to start when studying with someone. 

○ In college my minister taught through the Gospel of Luke. About a year later I 
started going through the Gospel of Luke with a non-Christian. 

 
The author of the Gospel of Mark 

● According to Eusebius, Papias said that Mark wrote the Gospel based on Peter’s 
teachings. 

 
 

1 A question Jim Brinkerhoff asked in a devo on August 26, 2008 in a devo at the Auburn Christian Student Center. 
http://au4jesus.org/lessons/?sermon_id=89  
2 R. Alan Culpepper, Mark, Smyth & Helwys Bible Commentary (Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwys Publishing, Inc., 2007), 29. 
3 Culpepper, Mark, 7. 

http://au4jesus.org/lessons/?sermon_id=89
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○ “Mark became Peter’s interpreter and wrote accurately all that he remembered, 
not, indeed, in order, of things said or done by the Lord. For he had not heard 
the Lord, nor had followed Him, but later on, as I said, Peter, who used to give 
teaching as necessity demanded but not making, as it were, an arrangement of 
the Lord’s oracles, so that Mark did nothing wrong in thus writing down single 
points as he remembered them. For to one thing he gave attention, to leave 
nothing of what he had heard and to make no false statements in them.”  4

● John Mark, son of Mary, cousin to Barnabas (Acts 12:12; Colossians 4:10) 
● Mark accompanied Paul and Barnabas on Paul’s First Missionary Trip. (Acts 12:25; 

13:4) 
○ A disagreement arose between Paul and Barnabas over Mark. (Acts 15:36-41) 
○ Mark becomes ‘very useful to [Paul] for ministry.” (2 Timothy 4:11) 

● Mark was an interpreter of Peter. He worked closely with the Apostle Peter. Peter calls 
him his son in 1 Peter 5:13. 

● Mark likely wrote this Gospel in the late 60s C.E.  5

● The claim that Mark wrote this Gospel is credible. 
○ “Why would the church want to credit someone who was not one of the Twelve 

for writing this work if it were not so?”  6

 
The layout of the Gospel of Mark is orderly, intentional, and structured. 

● Mark has a very intentional, orderly, brilliant structure. 
● Two examples of Mark’s brilliant structure: 

○ Markan sandwiches  7

■ Mark 2:1-5/11-12; 3:20-35; 5:21-24/35-43; 6:7-13/30-32; 9:37/42; 
11:12-14/20-25; 14:1-2/10-11; 14:54/66-72 

○ Mark 2:1-3:6 includes five consecutive controversy stories “in which the 
authorities question Jesus about his actions and Jesus responds with a 
definitive pronouncement [of His identity and purpose].”  8

■ Jesus heals the paralytic + Jesus forgives sins (Mark 2:1-12) 
■ Jesus eats with a tax collector (Mark 2:13-17) 
■ Jesus’ disciples don’t fast (Mark 2:18-22) 
■ Jesus’ disciples work on the Sabbath (Mark 2:23-28) 
■ Jesus heals on the Sabbath (Mark 3:1-5) 
■ After the controversies, the plots to kill Jesus begin (Mark 3:6) 

 
 
 
 
 

4 Culpepper, Mark, 4 
5 David Young, Extreme Discipleship: Following Jesus from the Gospel of Mark (Montgomery, AL: E-BookTime, LLC, 2007), 21. 
6 David E. Garland, Mark: The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: ZondervanPublishingHouse, 1996), 27. 
7 Culpepper, Mark, 113. 
8 Culpepper, Mark, 73. 
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● Mark is also an action-packed Gospel. 
○ “And” is “an introduction to almost every sentence”  in the Gospel. 9

○ “Immediately” is used 41 times.  10

○ More stories and less dialogue and teaching than the other Gospels 
 
The Context of The Gospel of Mark 

● Written to persecuted Gentiles, likely in Rome 
○ Peter was in Rome when he wrote 1 Peter, and Mark was with Peter then.  11

○ Mark uses many Latin terms and explains Jewish customs. 
■ 7:3-4 - He explains the Pharisees’ customs and traditions 

○ We know that the readers were not Jews, at least native to Israel, because Mark 
had to translate Aramaiac words. 

■ 5:41 - Jesus said, “‘Talitha cumni,’ which means, ‘Little girl, I say to you 
arise.’” 

● Written to Christians who were being persecuted 
○ According to Tacitus (ancient historian) Nero, who likely started a fire in Rome in 

64 C.E., blamed the fire on Christians.  12

○ Jesus predicts that persecution would come. (Mark 13:1-3) 
○ “Cross-bearing [is] an integral part of discipleship.”  (Mark 8:34-39) 13

 
Mark 1:1 

● Mark 1:1 - “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” 
● Mark 1:1 serves as the title of the Gospel. 
● Tonight we’re going to look at three themes that are mentioned in verse 1 that are 

essential in order to understanding Jesus: Gospel; Christ; Son of God 
○ These will be themes that will be revisited throughout the Gospel at pivotal 

times, and are themes throughout the New Testament.  
○ You can not fully understand Jesus without understanding the importance of the 

Gospel, Jesus being the Christ, and Jesus being the Son of God. 
 
Gospel 

● Gospel means good news. 
● “Good news (euangelion) occurs [in Mark]...more times than in all the other Gospels 

combined.”  14

● Mark using this word would have caught the Roman readers off guard. 

9 David Rhoads, Joanna Dewey, and Donald Michie, Mark as Story: An Introduction to the Narrative of a Gospel, 3rd ed. 
(Minneapolis, MN: Fortress Press, 2012), 46. 
10 ESV Study Bible, 1893. 
11 Culpepper, Mark, 27 
12 Garland, Mark, 28. 
13  Garland, Mark, 29. 
14 Young, Extreme Discipleship, 15. 



4 

○ For Rome, euangelion referred to the emperor cult. When an emperor ascended 
to the throne, heir was born, or new land was conquered, there was euangelion. 
Good news was proclaimed  15

● When Christians connect euangelion to Jesus instead of the emperor, they are 
rebelling. They’re saying Jesus is Lord. Cesar is not. 

○ This will continue to be a theme throughout the rest of the Gospel. 
● The message of Jesus is good news.  

○ We will dive into this a little bit more in a few weeks when we reflect on 1:14-15, 
but the message of Jesus is good. 

○ In the culture today, is the impression that the message of Jesus is good? 
○ Does the message of Christians today come across as good? 
○ Do you think the message of Jesus is good? Or do you think that Jesus is just 

here to spoil your fun? 
● This year as we drink from the deep wells of the Gospel of Mark, we will see that the 

message of Jesus is good. It’s not just good news; it’s the best news you’ll ever hear. 
 
Son of God 

● Jesus is God’s Son. 
● The title of “Son of God” emerges as pivotal junctures of the story  16

● Son of God in the Gospel of Mark 
○ 1:1 - Title 
○ 1:11 - Jesus’ baptism 
○ 3:11; 5:7 - scared demons shout His title 
○ 9:7 - Transfiguration 
○ 14:61 - an accusation by the High Priest before His crucifixion. Jesus affirms the 

Priest’s claim 
○ 15:39 - by the centurion at Jesus’ crucifixion 

● Jesus is divine. He’s God’s Son. He’s eternal. Everything was created through Him. He 
is God in the flesh.  

 
Jesus the Christ/Messiah 

● Christ means “anointed one” 
○ What types of people were anointed in Scripture? 

■ Kings, Priests 
■ Psalm 23:5 - “You anoint my head with oil” 

○ Christ and Messiah can be used interchangeably  
● Christ is a title. It’s not a last name.  

○ His parents were not Joseph and Mary Christ.  
● “Christ was a title of the one anointed by God to carry out specific tasks related to the 

liberation of Israel.”  17

15 Garland, Mark, 19. 
16 Garland, Mark, 23. 
17 Garland, Mark, 21. 
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● There were a lot of misunderstandings of God’s Christ’s identity. 
○ People had expectations of military conquests and takeovers  
○ Even Peter, when he came to the knowledge that Jesus was the Christ, he 

misunderstood what that meant for Jesus’ lives. (Mark 8:31-33) 
○ Much of the Gospel of Mark is redefining for the people the identity of the Christ. 

● Jesus is the King. He’s the one who comes to save people, and restore God’s order.  
 
Jesus the good, Christ of and Son of God 

● The message of the gospel of Jesus is good.  
● The message of Jesus the Messiah means that He’s come to rescue the world. 
● The message of Jesus the Son of God is this: our God loves you, He loves us so much 

that He sent His Son to us. He’s not a distant God. He comes to us and is for us and 
with us. 

● The message of Jesus is good, powerful, divine, and the real thing. And you are invited 
in on it.  

 
Take an honest look at Jesus. 

● I will challenge all of you to look deeper look at Jesus, both Christians and 
non-Christians. 

● If you’re not a Christian, one can not deny the significance of this man, Jesus. 
○ Our calendar and dates 

■ anno domini - Latin for “in the year of our Lord” 
○ Aproximately 2 billion people claim allegiance to Him 
○ One can not deny that this small Jewish sect, within a matter of decades grew 

into a cross-cultural movement, and despite noted persecution, spread over the 
whole world.  

○ Unlike other religions, Christianity has not belonged to one region or ethnic 
group. 

○ At the end of this journey, and in the middle of this journey through the Gospel 
of Mark, ask yourself this: “Is this Jesus, a man I am willing to follow?” 

● If you are a Christian, get to know your savior and God more. 
 
 


