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John the Baptist 

● He was Jesus’ cousin. (Luke 1:36) 
○ Jesus’ mother, Mary, and John’s mother, Elizabeth, were related.  

● He was the first person to recognize Jesus. (Luke 1:41) 
● He lived in the wilderness. (Luke 3:2) 
● He baptized Jesus. (Matthew 3:13-17, Mark 1:9) 
● He prepared the way for Jesus. (Matthew 3:3, Mark 1:3, Luke 1:4, John 1:23) 
● Jesus said John was the greatest “born of women.” (Matthew 11:11) 
● He was killed by King Herod for confronting him and standing up for what was right. (Mark 6:14-29) 

 
3 Warnings from King Herod 
Beware the commitments you make. 

● “Because of his oaths...he did not want to break his word to her.” (Mark 6:26) 
● We want our yes to be yes and no to be no. We don’t make commitments that we will break.  

 
Beware the companions you keep.  

● “Because of...his guests he did not want to break his word to her.” (Mark 6:26) 
 
Be more concerned with doing the right thing than what others think of you. 

● He really cared about what his wife and guests thought. So much that he killed a righteous and holy man. 
 
4 Lessons from John the Baptist 
Speak the truth to all people, even the most powerful people. 

● John spoke the truth to many people (Mark 1:4-8) 
● He spoke the truth to the most powerful person in the region of Galilee. (Mark 6:17) 
● The message of the Gospel is for all people--Jew and Gentile, slave and free, male and female. 
● You won’t make everyone happy.  

 
Your reputation is important. 

● Mark 6:20 - “Herod feared John, knowing that he was a righteous and holy man, and he kept him safe.” 
● This is similar to the warning of caring about what others think of you more than doing what is right. The key is to 

“caring more.” 
● Who you are is important. Your message is important, but who you are can either add or take away the 

credibility of the message. 
● A qualification of elders in the New Testament is being thought of well by outsiders. (1 Timothy 3:7) 
● If a non-Christian were to meet you, would thy Christianity be viewed more positively or negatively because of 

you? 
 
Following Jesus is costly. 

● Doing what is right cost John his life.  
● Being faithful to God is sometimes hard.  
● We take up our crosses and follow Jesus. (Mark 8:34) 

 
Keep the focus on Jesus. 

● Mark 1:7-8 
● “He must become greater; I must become less.” -John the Baptist in John 3:30 


