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Lady 
● When I think of following, I think of my childhood dog, Lady.  
● She followed me everywhere. 

○ On the 4 wheeler 
○ When I would go to the barn to feed calves 
○ When we went fishing, we’d have to tie her up because she’d think the bobber 

was a ball 
○ She loved going with me everywhere I went, even when I got my license she 

loved riding in my truck.  
○ When we camped she stayed right outside of the tent. She was right there the 

next morning. 
○ The only time she ever got snippy with anybody was when me and other boys 

would wrestle. 
● She was one of the best dogs I’ve ever had. She loved me, and I loved her. She would 

follow me anywhere.  
 
Mark 1:16-20 

● In tonight’s passage, Mark 1:16-20, we will see that Jesus’ call to us is to follow Him. 
We will reflect on what it means to follow Jesus.  

● Disciple  
○ A disciple is a follower/learner 
○ I’ve heard some people describe discipleship as being similar to an internship or 

apprenticeship.   
○ Jesus wants us to be disciples and make disciples 

■ Matthew 28:18-20 - “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given 
to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 
them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with 
you always, to the end of the age.” 

○ Discipleship isn’t just a one-time decision. It’s a lifetime of following and 
transformation.  

○ “Being a disciple of Christ...does not begin with something we do. It begins with 
something Christ did.”  1

 

1 Mark Dever, Discipling: How to Help Others Follow Jesus (Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2016), 14. 
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● Mark 1:16 - “Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the 
brother of Simon casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen.” 

○ “Since Peter and Andrew cast nets from the shoreline, they are possibly too 
poor to own a boat.”  2

● Mark 1:17 - “And Jesus said to them, ‘Follow me, and I will make you become fishers of 
men.’” 

○ Jesus transformed their vocation. They’re not fishermen anymore. They fish for 
people. 

○ In the Old Testament, prophets used the metaphor of “fishing for people” to 
refer to God’s gathering of people for judgement. 

■ Jeremiah 16:14-16; Ezekiel 29:4, 47:10; Amos 4:2; Habbakuk 1:14-17 
■ “When the fisherman hooks a fish, it has fatal consequences for the fish; 

life cannot go on as before. This image fits the transforming power of 
God’s rule that brings judgement and death to the old, yet promises a 
new creation...The disciples are called to be agents who will bring a 
compelling message to others that will change their lives beyond 
recognition.”  3

● Mark 1:18 - “And immediately they left their nets and followed him.” 
○ They didn’t wait around. When Jesus offered the invitation to follow Him, they 

immediately responded to the call.  
■ In other Gospels (Luke 5; John 1), we learn that Peter and Anderew had 

perhaps been exposed to Jesus’ teaching of the Kingdom before Jesus’ 
call. But Mark emphasized the immediacy of Jesus’ call.   4

○ They did not put it off. They didn’t wait. Jesus called, and they answered. 
● Mark 1:19 - “And going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John 

his brother, who were in their boat mending the nets.” 
○ James and John, the sons of Zebedee, are more likely to be wealthier than 

Andrew and Simon Peter, because they owned their own boat and employed 
hired hands to help with labor.  5

● Mark 1:20 - “And immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the 
boat with the hired servants and followed him.” 

○ James and John also immediately left their fishing career to follow Jesus. 
○ They left behind their family business, which is a really big deal. 
○ Family was a really big deal to people from traditional cultures like James and 

John. They were really committed to Jesus.  6

 
Following Jesus today 

● Since it’s highly unlikely that Jesus will come to you and expect you to literally follow 
Him around, how can we follow Him today?  

2 David E. Garland, Mark: The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: ZondervanPublishingHouse, 1996), 69. 
3 Garland, Mark, 69. 
4 David M. Young, Extreme Discipleship: Following Jesus from the Gospel of Mark (Montgomery, AL: E-BookTime, LLC, 2007), 38.  
5 Garland, Mark, 69. 
6 Timothy Keller, King’s Cross: The Story of the World in the Life of Jesus (New York: Dutton, 2011), 18. 
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Following Jesus means you trust Him. 
● You trust Jesus with your future. 

○ I’m sure that James, John, Peter, and Andrew had plans to take up the family 
business. They had no idea what Jesus meant when he said, “Follow me.” 

○ God does not tell us what will happen to us in the future. We do not know 
exactly how the next 5 or 10 years will turn out. 

○ Some of you are in transitions and have no idea what your future holds.  
■ I understand that this is a very stressful period.  

○ But know this: God will work in your future. He’ll be there with you. 
○ Trust the Lord as you transition to the future. 

■ Be obedient to the Lord. 
■ Rely and listen to the community of God, the body of Christ. 
■ Pray and listen. 

● You trust Jesus with decisions. 
○ You defer to him when you disagree.  

● Metaphor: Following Jesus is like a guide in the Amazon rainforest. There are no visible 
trails. Jesus is the trail. You can only see Him. If you follow Him, you will arrive safely 
where you need to go.  

 
Following Jesus means you help others follow Jesus. 

● Peter, Andrew, James, and John fished for fish. Jesus transformed their vocation. They 
now fished for people. They invited people to  

● Jesus invites us to join Him in His mission, to announce the message of the Kingdom of 
God. 

● Following Jesus means you help others follow Jesus.  
○ “Part of obedience is leading others to obedience.”  7

 
Following Jesus means He’s your highest priority. 

● Your highest priority is ultimately your highest authority. 
● Following Jesus is an ultimate commitment.  
● Jesus takes priority over your relationships. 

○ Family 
○ Spouse/significant other 
○ Friends  

● Jesus takes priority over your plans. 
○ Career  8

 
Following Jesus is good for the world. 

● When we follow Jesus, we follow Jesus in engaging the broken world. 
● Followers of Jesus were the ones who established the first hospitals, orphanages, and 

colleges.  

7 Dever, Discipling, 17. 
8  Keller, King’s Cross, 18. 
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○ John Ortberg - Who is this Man?  
 
Following Jesus is good for you. 

● Country dogs and city dogs 
○ I talked about my childhood dog, Lady, earlier. Most of you know my dog, 

Topper. Lady was a country dog. Topper is a city dog. Think about the 
differences between city dogs and country dogs. 

○ City dogs live constrained lives. They have to be on leashes at all times. They try 
to escape, and complain about the  

○ Country dogs have free reign. They have no leashes or no collars. They can 
travel anywhere they want. But they stay close to their master’s house because 
they know the best life is close to the master. 

● Ray Ortlund on a lesson his father taught him - “Half-hearted Christians are the most 
miserable people of all. They know enough about God to feel guilty, but they haven’t 
gone far enough with Christ to be happy.”  9

● God really does know best. Life will not always be great, but in Christ you will have 
community, purpose, love, and a hope for your future. 
 

Following Jesus is worth it. 
● Following Jesus is costly. It will cost you everything. You will give up your life, but you 

will gain so much more. 
 
Where will following Jesus take you? 

● We must realize that Jesus is inviting us to something. He’s not just offering us facts. 
He’s inviting us to actually respond to Him, to repent (to turn) and to believe (to trust) in 
Him.  

● Think about where following Jesus led people in the past. 
○ Followers of Jesus spoke truth to power. 
○ Followers of Jesus traveled to the ends of the earth. 
○ Followers of Jesus helped needy people. 
○ Followers of Jesus stayed in their hometowns and invested in a church and 

community for 80 years. 
■ You don’t always have to leave your career and home behind. 

● What would it look like for you to follow Jesus where you’re at right now. Where is 
Jesus trying to taking you right now. In your friend group, family, sorority, job, what is 
God inviting you into. 

● What would our ministry look like if we followed Jesus. Where would we be on campus 
or in this community?  

 
 

9 Ray Ortlund, “10 Unforgetable Lessons on Fatherhood,” Desiring God, May 16, 2015, accessed September 12, 2019, 
https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/10-unforgettable-lessons-on-fatherhood.  

https://www.desiringgod.org/articles/10-unforgettable-lessons-on-fatherhood
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Albert Schweitzer - “He comes to us as One unknown, without a name, as of old, by the 
lakeside, He came to those men who knew Him not. He speaks to us the same word: ‘Follow 
thou me!’ and sets us to the tasks which he has to fulfil in our time. He commands. And to 
those who obey Him, whether they be wise or simple, He will reveal Himself in the toils, the 
conflicts, the sufferings which they shall pass through His fellowship, and, as an ineffable 
mystery, they shall learn in their own experience Who He is.”  10

10 R. Alan Culpepper, Mark, Smyth & Helwys Bible Commentary (Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwys Publishing, Inc., 2007), 66. 


