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Expectations: knowing what you’re getting yourself into 

● What did I get myself into? 
● Have you ever agreed to something without really understanding what you’re getting 

yourself into? You’re committed to do something, but you misunderstood what that 
means. We’ve all had experiences when our expectations did not meet reality. 
Sometimes our expectations are not met, and sometimes they’re exceeded.  

● I had no idea Les Miserables was 100% singing until I sat in the movie theater. 
● I once looked ahead in a syllabus for a class, and was assigned to read 2 chapters. 

Those two chapters were over 200 pages. 
● We’ve all probably signed up for a class and had no idea what we were getting 

ourselves into until we actually experienced the class.  
● Ask: What are some surprises you encountered in college? What happened that you did 

not expect? 
● Unmet and uncommunicated expectations are the source of many marriage problems 

(problems in other relationships, too). 
 
What are you getting yourself into when you follow Jesus? 

● What do you get yourself into when you become a Christian?  Maybe you’re not a 
Christian now, but you’re thinking about it. If you were to decide to become a Christian 
and dedicate your life to Jesus and become one of His disciples, what will be some 
realities of your life? What can Christians expect?  

● Tonight we are going to look at three expectations of the Christian life in three short 
scenes here in the beginning of the Gospel of Mark. 

● If you’re not a Christian, pay attention to what reality will be like if you were a Christian. 
● Christian, are you aware of the realities you’re experiencing? 

 
Mark 1:9-15 

● These 3 short scenes function as a prologue to the Gospel of Mark. These three events 
seem to be connected for three reasons.  1

○ All three scenes take place in the same locality: desert and Jordan River. 
○ Each incident references the Spirit.  
○ Each scene contains information the characters in the Gospel, other than Jesus, 

don’t know about. 
● Tonight we will study each of the three scenes, and reflect on the expectations of the 

Christian life that these scenes points to us.  

1 David E. Garland, Mark: The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: ZondervanPublishingHouse, 1996), 41-42. 
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John the Baptist (Mark 1:2-8) 
● After the title of the Gospel (1:1), Old Testament scripture is quoted. 

○ Exodus 23:20, Malachi 3:1, and Isaiah 40:3 are blended together to start off the 
Gospel of Mark.  

■ “Exodus 23:20 contains God’s promise to send his messenger before the 
Israelites on their exodus through the desert to Canaan. Isaiah 40:3 
speaks of a second exodus through the desert to the final deliverance 
prepared for God’s people. Malachi 3:1 warns that God will send a 
messenger to prepare the way before him prior to the coming of the day 
of judgement.”  2

○ This is important because it points to the Truth that in order to understand the 
purpose and identity of Jesus, you need to understand the Old Testament.  

■ Plug the new “Jewishness of Jesus” class taught by Ray Newton 
○ “Mark certifies that the Torah (Exodus), the Major Prophets (Isaiah), and the 

Minor Prophets (Malachi) confirm what he is about to tell.”  3

○ The salvation and judgement promised in the Old Testament scriptures takes 
place in Jesus.  4

● We will revisit John the Baptist in Mark 6. 
● John’s description 

○ Appeared in the wilderness/desert (1:4) 
○ Clothed with camel’s hair and leather belt (1:6) 
○ Ate locusts and wild honey (1:6) 
○ His description conveys that John is an Elijah-type prophet (2 Kings 1:8; 

Zechariah 13:4).  5

● John’s ministry 
○ He baptized people in the wilderness (1:4) 
○ He told people to repent (1:4) 

■ Repent means to turn, to change one’s mind 
○ He preached the message and promise of forgiveness of sins (1:4) 
○ Everyone came out to him (1:5) 

● John’s message 
○ He pointed people to Jesus. 

■ Jesus is greater than John. (1:7) 
■ John humbled himself before Jesus. 

● He’s “not worthy” (1:7) 
○ He proclaimed the promise of the Holy Spirit. (1:8) 

■ In the Old Testament, only some people received the Holy Spirit.  
■ When Jesus comes, all people who come to Him will receive the Holy 

Spirit. 

2 Garland, Mark, 43. 
3 Garland, Mark, 44. 
4 Garland, Mark, 44.  
5 Garland, Mark, 46.  
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Expectation 1: Christians point to Christ. 
● We learn from John the Baptist’s example that Christians point others to Jesus. 
● John knew his calling. John knew that his message was not the end goal. He was not 

the Messiah. He did not save. He points to the one who does save. 
● Whether you like it or not or want it or not, if you wear the name of Christ (Christian), 

you are pointing others to Jesus. Your non-Christian friends’ perceptions of Jesus will 
be formed by how you live your life. 

● You are not the one who saves. You are not the Messiah. You point to the one who 
saves. 

○ Like the moon. The moon does not emit light. It reflects the light of the sun. 
● Are you humble enough to acknowledge that Jesus has more to offer than you have to 

offer?Or that Jesus has more to offer than anything or anyone else? 
 
The Baptism of Jesus (Mark 1:9-11) 

● Jesus was baptized by John, His cousin. 
● Three reasons we are baptized: 

○ Jesus’ example 
■ Matthew 3:13-17; Mark 1:9-11; Luke 3:21-22 

○ Jesus’ command 
■ Matthew 28:18-20 

○ God works through baptism  
■ Acts 2:38; Romans 6:3-11 

● The Trinity, the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are all present here. 
○ “The doctrine of the Trinity affirms that (1) there is one God, but there is also real 

diversity and community within the Godhead, and (2) the Son and Holy Spirit are 
divine in the same sense as the Father. The classic way of stating this is ‘one 
substance and three persons.’”  6

○ “The Old Testament Trinity” by Andrei Rublev (early 15th century)  7

 
Expectation 2: Christians are united with God. 

● We find our identity and value in what God thinks of us, not what others think of us. 
● God gives us Himself. 
● Jesus did not abandon us. He’ll be with us until the end of time (Matthew 28:20). 
● He did not abandon us. You are not alone. He sent the Holy Spirit, our Helper (John 

14:16).  
● Your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19-20). 
● If you’re interested or have questions about being baptized, and being united with 

Christ, please let me know. I’d be happy to talk, pray, and study with you. 
 
 

6 Mark E. Powell, Centered in God: The Trinity and Christian Spirituality (Abilene, TX: Abilene Christian University Press, 2014), 36. 
7 HSTMemphis, “Mark Powell: Theology and Art #1 - The Trinity,” YouTube Video, July 27, 2017, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7FI8zCDQb5w.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7FI8zCDQb5w
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Jesus’ Temptation in the Wilderness (Mark 1:12-13) 
● Jesus was in the wilderness for 40 days. (1:12) 

○ Do you recall another time in Scripture when people were in the wilderness for 
40 time intervals?  

■ The Israelites wandered for 40 years before entering the Promised Land. 
● Jesus was tempted by Satan. (1:13) 

○ Satan is real.  
● Temptation is not a sin. Jesus did not sin, yet He was tempted. 

 
Expectation 3: Christians will experience hard times.  

● If you become a Christian, your life will not automatically get better. 
● You will likely still struggle with the same things you struggled with before you became 

a Christian. 
● The Gospel is not about health and wealth. 

○ You still may have health problems and money problems. 
● But God will not abandon you. 

○ He gives you the Holy Spirit. 
 
What would it look like if our ministry took this passage seriously? 

● We would point people who do not yet know Jesus to Jesus. 
● We would have confidence that we’re united with God. 
● We would know that temptations and wilderness experiences come, but we know that 

God is still there with us, ministering to us. 


