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Mark 4:1-20 

● Mark 4:1 - Again he began to teach beside the sea. And a very large crowd gathered about 
him, so that he got into a boat and sat in it on the sea, and the whole crowd was beside 
the sea on the land. 

○ Everywhere Jesus went He taught the people. That’s why he came (Mark 1:38). 
○ His popularity grew. Crowds would follow Him to witness His miracles (healing the 

sick and demon-possessed) and hear His compelling preaching.  
● Mark 4:2-3 - And he was teaching them many things in parables, and in his teaching he 

said to them: “Listen! A sower went out to sow.” 
○ “Parables are analogies drawn from everyday life.”  1

○ Jesus tells stories that His original listeners would be familiar with. They could 
relate to these stories. 

● Mark 4:4 - And as he sowed, some seed fell along the path, and the birds came and 
devoured it. 

○ On farms you can see cow paths. Cows will walk in a line, one after another, and 
the dirt becomes so packed down that nothing can grow there. 

○ When the seed falls on the path, the soil doesn’t accept the seed. It’s too hard. The 
seeds can not penetrate the soil, so it just lays on top of the soil until birds come by 
and eat the seed.  

● Mark 4:5-6 - Other seed fell on rocky ground, where it did not have much soil, and 
immediately it sprang up, since it had no depth of soil. And when the sun rose, it was 
scorched, and since it had no root, it withered away. 

○ When seeds fall on rocky soil, the seeds initially sprout up. But due to the rocky 
soil, the roots have no depth. Eventually on hot days when the sun comes out, the 
plants will eventually be burnt up by the sun.  

● Mark 4:7 - Other seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it, and it 
yielded no grain.  

○ When seeds fall among thorns, they are competing for water, nutrients, and 
sunlight. Eventually the plants will be choked out and will fail to produce grain. 

■ This is why people weed gardens.  
● Mark 4:8 - And other seeds fell into good soil and produced grain, growing up and 

increasing and yielding thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold. 
○ Some seed fell on good ground. This ground is well-kept. Plenty of nutrients, water, 

and had a good environment to grow.  
 

1 David M. Young, Extreme Discipleship: Following Jesus from the Gospel of Mark (Montgomery, 
AL: E-BookTime, 2007), 76. 
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● Mark 4:9 - And he said, “He who has ears to hear, let him hear.” 
○ Everyone who has ears, listen to and pay attention to this teaching of Jesus.  

● Mark 4:10-12 - 10 And when he was alone, those around him with the twelve asked him 
about the parables. 11 And he said to them, “To you has been given the secret of the 
kingdom of God, but for those outside everything is in parables, 12 so that “‘they may 
indeed see but not perceive, and may indeed hear but not understand, lest they should 
turn and be forgiven.’” 

○ Even the 12 disciples didn’t completely understand what Jesus was talking about. 
So they asked Jesus to explain what he meant.  

○ This is a quote from Isaiah 6:9. 
○ This might at first come across as a contradictory statement. In verse 9 Jesus tells 

everyone to listen to Him. In verse 12 it seems that Jesus purposefully teaches so 
that some do not understand Him. Why is that? 

○ N.T. Wright summarizes what’s going on in these verses well - “Doesn’t Jesus want 
everyone to get the message? Yes and no. What he is saying is such dynamite that 
it can’t be said straightforwardly, out on the street. Any kingdom-movement was 
dangerous enough (if Herod, or the Roman authorities, heard about it, they’d be 
worried); but if word got out that Jesus’ kingdom-vision was radically unlike what 
most people wanted or expected, ordinary people would be furious too. It was 
doubly dangerous...It’s a mystery (vs. 11): not just a puzzle, but a divine secret 
which Jesus is revealing. But as with all divine revelation, you can only understand 
it if you believe, if you trust.”  2

● Mark 4:13 - And he said to them, “Do you not understand this parable? How then will you 
understand all the parables?” 

○ Understanding this parable is key to understanding the other parables. 
○ Next week we will look at a few more of Jesus’ parables. 

● Mark 4:14 - The sower sows the word. 
○ The word is the preaching of Jesus (Mark 2:2) 
○ Mark 1:14-15 - Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming 

the gospel of God, 15 and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 

● Mark 4:15 - And these are the ones along the path, where the word is sown: when they 
hear, Satan immediately comes and takes away the word that is sown in them. 

○ “The soil along the path represents those people who hear the word, but 
immediately Satan takes it away from them. As paths are beaten hearts of these 
persons are simply too hard to permit God’s word to penetrate.”  3

○ These people are so calloused that they want nothing to do with God or His word.  
○ When trying to reach people who are like path soil, you have to be very patient. 

They could have had a negative or traumatic experiences with the church or 
Christians.  

○ It takes time, patience, and hard work to cultivate path soil so that seeds can grow. 

2 N. T. Wright, Mark for Everyone (Louisville, KY: Westminster John Knox Press, 2004), 44. 
3 Young, Extreme Discipleship, 79. 
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● Mark 4:16-17 - And these are the ones sown on rocky ground: the ones who, when they 
hear the word, immediately receive it with joy. And they have no root in themselves, but 
endure for a while; then, when tribulation or persecution arises on account of the word, 
immediately they fall away. 

○ These people initially receive Jesus and the word of God with enthusiasm and joy.  
○ But they do not have deep roots. They are only passionate about the word of God 

for a little while. 
○ These might be people who heard a really good sermon, have an excellent worship 

experience, church camp, retreat, or Christian conference and leave fired up. But 
that fire eventually burns out, and they’re no longer excited about the things of 
God. 

○ They might experience busyness, a breakup, or conflict, and they’re out.  
○ David Young tends to think that by Jesus using rocky soil as an analogy could be a 

reference to Peter. Jesus changed Peter’s name to mean rock (Mark 3:16). Peter 
immediately follows Jesus (Mark 1:18), but does fall away (Mark 14:27, 29). 

● Mark 4:18-19 - And others are the ones sown among thorns. They are those who hear the 
word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches and the desires for other 
things enter in and choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 

○ “I think most American churchgoers are the soil that chokes the seed because of all 
the thorns. Thorns are anything that distracts us from God. When we want God and 
a bunch of other stuff, then that means we have thorns in our soil. A relationship 
with God simply cannot grow when money, sins, activities, favorite sports teams, 
addictions or commitments are piled on top of it. Most of us have too much in our 
lives. As David Goetz writes, “Too much of the good life ends up being toxic, 
deforming us spiritually.” A lot of things are good by themselves, but all of it 
together keeps us from living healthy, fruitful lives for God.”  4

○ “Deceitfulness of riches” - Many of us think that if we made a lot of money we’d be 
happy.  

○ We can not serve two masters. We can’t serve both God and money. (Matthew 
6:24) 

○ These folks do not bear the fruit of Gospel. 
■ Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 

self-control (Galatins 5:22-23) 
■ Jesus says that you will be recognized by your fruits (Matthew 7:20) 

● Mark 4:20 - But those that were sown on the good soil are the ones who hear the word 
and accept it and bear fruit, thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold. 

○ If you are good soil, you bear Fruit of the Spirit 
■ Love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 

self-control (Galatins 5:22-23) 
○ Good soil replicates itself (thirtyfold and sixtyfold and a hundredfold). 

4 Francis Chan, Crazy Love: Overwhelmed by a Relentless God, (Colorado Springs, CO: David C. 
Cook, 2008), 67. 
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○ Good soil accepts the seed. These folks actually search out for the Word of God, 
and whenever they receive it, they apply it. It changes them. 

○ We want to be good soil. 
 
Which type of soil are you? 

● Francis Chan - “Do not assume you are good soil.”  5

○ Just because you go to church, don’t assume that you’re good.  
● I will now talk about each of these soil types. I’m not sure which of these you relate to 

most, but pay attention to  
● Path soil 

○ You roll your eyes every time you see someone studying their Bible, or talks about 
Jesus. Maybe you’ve been burned by the church and have no desire at all to have 
anything to do with God or His church.   

○ You’re going to need a lot of work and patience. And that is ok. Jesus can form life 
out of dust. He can till up the hardness of your heart. It’ll be hard, but let the 
message of Jesus in. 

● Rocky soil 
○ There’s been many times in your life when you’ve been excited about the things of 

God (church camps, conferences, etc.). But after the “spiritual high” wore off you 
went back to your old way of life.  

○ Two words for you: consistency and perseverance.  
■ Be consistent - do what you know to do even when you don’t feel like it. 

● Even though emotions are from God, emotions by themselves will 
not sustain you 

■ Persevere - Life’s hard.  
● Satan will do his best to destroy you. 

● Thorny soil 
○ Busyness 
○ You want it all  
○ Prioritize God. 

● Good soil 
○ Praise God! Keep it up.  
○ Stay humble - plants have little to do with their environment.  
○ Help other types of soil. 

■ Till up the paths. 
■ Pick up rocks out of fields. 
■ Pull up thorn bushes and weeds.  

 
Receive the word of God. 

● Kimyal tribe in Indonesia receives the New Testament for the first time 
● https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7WvlHIEwcBg  

5 Chan, Crazy Love, 67. 
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