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Learning something that changes everything 

● We’ve all been in situations when we learn something new or experience something 
new that immediately changes how you act or view the world. 

○ In elementary school, I had a best friend who went to another school who did 
not like his teacher. I started complaining about his teacher when his teacher 
was standing right there. I immediately regretted that and changed how I talked.  

○ I knew someone who was once interested in dating a girl, just to find out they 
were cousins. 

○ We’ve watched movies or TV shows that have lots of twists at the end, and that 
will change how you rewatch the rest of the show. 

● Some of us have experienced things with God or learned something new that affects 
how we view God or relate to Him.  

○ When I was exposed to the lament psalms, I learned that I can be completely 
honest with God. That changed how I prayed and how I approach God.  

● In tonight’s passage, we’re going to see an example of an experience of the disciples 
that affected how they understood Jesus.   

 
Mark 4:35-41 

● Context of Mark 4:35-41 
○ This story introduces a new section in the Gospel of Mark. 
○ Jesus just finished teaching several parables.  
○ Within the framework of the Gospel of Mark, this is the first of a sequence of 4 

miracles (Mark 4:35-5:43). 
■ Jesus calms the storm (Mark 4:35-5:43) 
■ Jesus casts out demons (Mark 4:1-20) 
■ Jesus heals the bleeding woman (Mark 5:25-34) 
■ Jesus heals Jarius’ daughter (Mark 5:2143) 

○ The calming of the storm is Jesus’ “first so-called nature miracle in the Gospel 
of Mark.”  1

● Mark 4:35-36 - 35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go 
across to the other side.” 36 And leaving the crowd, they took him with them in the boat, 
just as he was. And other boats were with him. 

 
 
 

1 David E. Garland, Mark: The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: ZondervanPublishingHouse, 1996), 194. 
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○ Jesus had just finished teaching the crowds of people parables. 
○ He went with His disciples in a boat (may have been a boat belonging to the 

family of Peter, Andrew, James, or John) to the other side of the Sea of Galilee 
(about 4 miles wide).  

● Mark 4:37 - And a great windstorm arose, and the waves were breaking into the boat, 
so that the boat was already filling. 

○ “The Sea of Galilee sits seven hundred feet below sea level, and just thirty miles 
north is Mount Hermon, ninety-two hundred feet high. The cold air from the 
mountains continually clashes with warm air coming up from the Sea of Galilee, 
and as a result there are impressive thunderstorms and squalls.”  2

○ This must have been a particularly terrifying storm. Many of the disciples were 
used to being on boats in the Sea of Galilee, and the storm still scared them.  

○ Can you think of a similar story to this in the Old Testament? Jonah 
○ “The sea was typically a place of chaos and terror in Jewish literature [including 

Old Testament].”  3

■ Psalm 107:23-25, 28-29 
● Mark 4:38 - But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion. And they woke him and said 

to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” 
○ I want to make a comment on the cushion. This is an interesting detail in the 

story. Many folks may say that the Bible and the Gospels and the stories of 
Jesus are no reliable or dependable. They’re just legends. The cushion being 
included is what is known as an “irrelevant detail.” In other words, the story 
would have made just as much sense if it was left out. Even though modern 
fiction writers will sometimes add irrelevant details to their writings, ancient 
fictional mythical stories did not include details like this. Since these details are 
so unnecessary to the story, this must be genuine reminiscence.  4

○ Jesus was sleeping. How could Jesus remain asleep in such a nasty storm? 
○ Notice the disciples’ response to Jesus. They viewed Jesus’ sleeping as apathy. 

They thought Jesus didn’t care about their condition.  
● Mark 4:39 - And he awoke and rebuked the wind and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” 

And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 
○ Jesus commanded them storm to stop, and it did.  

● Mark 4:40 - He said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” 
○ Jesus questioned the disciples’ fear. 

■ Doesn’t it make sense that the disciples would be afraid? 
■ The disciples first questions Jesus’ lack of fear. Jesus now questions the 

disciples’ fear.  
○ For Jesus, there seems to be a connection between faith and fear.  

 

2 Timothy Keller, King’s Cross: The Story of the World in the Life of Jesus (New York: Dutton, 2011), 50. 
3 R. Alan Culpepper, Mark, Smyth & Helwys Bible Commentary (Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwys Publishing, Inc., 2007), 153. 
4 Keller, King’s Cross, 49-50. 
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● Mark 4:41 - And they were filled with great fear and said to one another, “Who then is 
this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” 

○ The disciples were afraid of the storm. But they became even more afraid when 
the storm was calmed.  

○ Ask - Why? Why were they afraid of Jesus? 
○ This was a pivotal moment for the disciples. They learned something about 

Jesus.  
 
Jesus’ power and authority and our fear and faith 

● The authority of Jesus 
○ Jesus told the storm what to do, and it listened. 
○ This story displays the authority of Jesus over nature. 

■ We’ll see in the coming weeks of Jesus’ authority over the demonic, 
sickness, and even death 

● The power of Jesus 
○ Jesus can actually do what He says He’ll do. He can back up His claims. 
○ Jesus is more powerful than even the most terrifying storm.  

● Faith and fear 
○ According to Jesus, there is a connection between the disciple’s lack of faith 

and fear. 
■ “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?” (Mark 4:40) 

○ Ask - What is the connection between faith and fear? Jesus seems to assert that 
the more faith one has, the less fear she’ll have, or the less fear one has, the 
more fear she’ll have. How are faith and fear connected? 

● Jesus is dangerous, but good.  
○ A little girl surrounded by pit bulls may be surrounded by dangerous animals, 

but they’re on her side. 
○ A baby alligator inside its mother’s mouth is in a dangerous place (I don’t want 

to be anywhere near an alligator’s mouth), but is protected. 
○ In C. S. Lewis’ classic children’s book The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, a 

large lion named Aslan pads around the edges of the story, appearing at 
strategic moments to save four lost children from danger and guide them home. 
Hearing about him for the first time from a couple of friendly beavers, the 
children have doubts about whether they are looking forward to meeting him.  5

■ “Is he quite safe?” asks one of the girls. “I shall feel rather nervous about 
meeting a lion.” 

■ “That you will, dearie, and make no mistake,” said Mrs. Beaver, “if 
there’s anyone who can appear before Aslan without their knees 
knocking, they’re either braver than most or else just silly.” 

■ “Then he isn’t safe?” said Lucy. 
■ “Safe?” said Mr. Beaver. “Don’t you hear what Mrs. Beaver tells you? 

Who said anything about safe? ‘Course he isn’t safe. But he’s good. He’s 
the King, I tell you.” 

 

5 Barbara Brown Taylor, The Preaching Life (Cambridge, MA: Cowley Publications, 1993), 63. 
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○ Barbara Brown Taylor - “It is a statement of faith, based on experience. The 
King is not safe. The King is sovereign, which means that he is frightening, 
because his subjects have no control over him. He does not ask their advice 
before he acts. He is no one’s pet. His rescue of them may be as hair-raising as 
what he is rescuing them from, but he is good, which  means he can be trusted. 
If they will just press through their fear of him, he will save them. Believing in the 
God of the Bible calls for the same kind of faith. While there is plenty for us to 
fear, there is also plenty for us to hope.”  6

● Jesus is powerful, but He is very good.  
● God never says that He’ll never lead us through hard times or storms. In fact, He 

guarantees it. But He will be present with us throughout the storms and scary times. 
● Jesus is powerful enough and good enough for us to trust Him. 

○ We need someone who is both good and powerful. 
● Ask yourself the same question the disciples asked: “Who then is this?” (Mark 4:41) 

6 Taylor, The Preaching Life, 64. 


