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Patience 

● Do you consider yourself a patient person? 
● Some people are more patient than others. Some people go with the flow and nothing, 

it seems, bothers them, while others are not patient at all. 
● Where do you lack patience the most? When are you most impatient?  
● Times when I’m not patient: 

○ When I’m late 
○ When technology freezes up 

■ Katelyn gets on to me for pounding the keyboard too forcefully and 
quickly when something won’t load on my computer. 

○ When Netflix buffers 
● When a lot of people lack patience: 

○ When someone says, “Hey, can I call you tomorrow when you get off work? 
There’s something I want to talk with you about.” 

○ Grades being posted at the end of a semester 
○ Waiting to hear back from a job or grad school application 

  
Need for Patience 

● Few of us would say that we need to be less patient. (there are exceptions) 
● Patience doesn’t seem like a virtue that we focus on much these days. 
● God is described as being patient or slow to anger - Exodus 34:6 
● Patience is a fruit of the Spirit - “[T]he fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, 

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control.” (Galatians 5:22-23) 
● God is patient and proof of the Spirit’s work in our lives is patience. Maybe this is 

something we should emphasize more. 
● Tonight, we’re going to look at a story (really 2 stories, but 2 that are connected) that 

illustrates patience and waiting. We will see how God works in our patience and 
waiting, and look at some other insights we can glean from this passage.  

   
Mark 5:21-43 

● A word about context of Mark 5:21-43 
○ Marcan Sandwiches  1

■ Mark often will write two stories as one unit. He will start one story, then 
start another one, then return to the first one. This is to make a 
connection between the two stories, so the reader can notice parallels.  

1 R. Alan Culpepper, Mark, Smyth & Helwys Bible Commentary (Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwys Publishing, Inc., 2007), 113. 



2 

■ Sandwiches in Mark 
● Family/blaspheme the Holy Spirit/Family (3:20-35) 
● Sending out the disciples/John the Baptist’s death/disciples 

come back (6:7-32) 
● Cursing of the fig tree/cleansing the Temple/lesson of the fig tree 

(11:12-25) 
○ Within the framework of the Gospel of Mark, these are the third and fourth 

miracles out of a sequence of four miracles (Mark 4:35-5:43). The point of these 
miracles is to display Jesus’ power. He has power over the natural world, the 
demonic world, sickness, and even death.  

■ Jesus calms the storm (Mark 4:35-5:43) 
■ Jesus casts out demons (Mark 4:1-20) 
■ Jesus heals the bleeding woman (Mark 5:25-34) 
■ Jesus heals Jarius’ daughter (Mark 5:21-43) 

● Mark 5:21-24a - 21 And when Jesus had crossed again in the boat to the other side, a 
great crowd gathered about him, and he was beside the sea. 22 Then came one of the 
rulers of the synagogue, Jairus by name, and seeing him, he fell at his feet 23 and 
implored him earnestly, saying, “My little daughter is at the point of death. Come and 
lay your hands on her, so that she may be made well and live.” 24 And he went with him. 

○ Jarius was an important figure in the community.  
○ As a leader of the local synagogue, he would have been a religious leader, but 

also a communal and civil leader.  
○ His daughter was sick. Not just sick, like when one has the flu today or a sinus 

infection. She was nearly to the point of death.  
○ Jesus was this girls’ only hope. 
○ Jarius actually believed that Jesus could help her. He said, “Come and lay your 

hands on her, so that she may be made well and live” (Mark 5:23). 
● Mark 24b-26 - And a great crowd followed him and thronged about him. 25 And there 

was a woman who had had a discharge of blood for twelve years, 26 and who had 
suffered much under many physicians, and had spent all that she had, and was no 
better but rather grew worse.  

○ So as Jesus headed towards Jarius’ daughter, he was caught by a crowd. He 
was very popular at this time. 

○ The language of this text suggests that she was suffering from chronic 
menstrual bleeding, a condition that would make her unclean (Leviticus 12:7, 
15:19-30).  2

○ Imagine what her life was like the past several years. 
■ Think about how long ago 12 years was. Where were you in 2007? 
■ She spent all of her money trying to get well. 
■ She was unclean for 12 years. 

2 Culpepper, Mark, 173. 
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■ Think about the physical toll and pain and suffering she experienced the 
last several years.  

■ Not only did she spend all her money on doctors and they could not heal 
her, she continued to grow worse. The disease progressed. 

● Mark 5:27-29 - 27 She had heard the reports about Jesus and came up behind him in the 
crowd and touched his garment. 28 For she said, “If I touch even his garments, I will be 
made well.” 29 And immediately the flow of blood dried up, and she felt in her body that 
she was healed of her disease.  

○ What hope she must have felt when she heard about this itinerant Jewish rabbi 
named Jesus who supposedly healed people. I’m sure she wondered, “Could 
He possibly heal me? I’ve tried everything else. It’s worth a shot” 

○ She had faith (like Jarius), and believed that if Jesus touched her, she would be 
healed. 

○ So she snuck up to Jesus (“don’t be suspicious”), and thought that maybe she 
could touch Him, be healed, and maybe do all of that without being noticed. 

○ Why do you think she decided to sneak up to Jesus rather than confronting Him 
and asking face-to-face? 

■ Maybe He would say no 
■ Worried about what people would say 
■ By being unclean, perhaps she didn’t know how people would respond 

to her being in a crowd. 
○ She was healed immediately. So fast that she was able to feel that she was 

healed. 
● Mark 5:30-32 - 30 And Jesus, perceiving in himself that power had gone out from him, 

immediately turned about in the crowd and said, “Who touched my garments?” 31 And 
his disciples said to him, “You see the crowd pressing around you, and yet you say, 
‘Who touched me?’” 32 And he looked around to see who had done it. 

○ Somehow Jesus could tell that He had healed someone. 
○ Do you think that Jesus healed her on purpose? Or that just because she was 

sick and touched Him, it was automatic?  
○ If He did know, why do you think He acted surprised? 

● Mark 5:33-34 - 33 But the woman, knowing what had happened to her, came in fear and 
trembling and fell down before him and told him the whole truth. 34 And he said to her, 
“Daughter, your faith has made you well; go in peace, and be healed of your disease.” 

○ She was afraid. She “came in fear.” What was she afraid of? 
○ Jesus says her faith made her well.  
○ When we come to Jesus, we leave healed and at peace.  

■ Ephesians 2:17 - “[H]e came and preached peace to you who were far off 
and peace to those who were near.” 

● Mark 5:35 - 35 While he was still speaking, there came from the ruler's house some who 
said, “Your daughter is dead. Why trouble the Teacher any further?”  

○ The story shifts back to Jarius and his daughter.  
○ His daughter has passed away.  
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○ Think about the emotions Jarius is experiencing. He had thought that Jesus 
could heal her, but didn’t get there in time.  

○ I’m sure he was frustrated with Jesus. The woman who bled had bled for 12 
years. Her disease was serious, but it was chronic. Her life wasn’t being 
threatened. However, his daughters’ condition was much more urgent.  

■ Imagine going to an E.R. and you’re about to bleed out, and the doctor is 
looking at someone with a sprained ankle.  

● Mark 5:36-38 - 36 But overhearing what they said, Jesus said to the ruler of the 
synagogue, “Do not fear, only believe.” 37 And he allowed no one to follow him except 
Peter and James and John the brother of James. 38 They came to the house of the ruler 
of the synagogue, and Jesus saw a commotion, people weeping and wailing loudly.  

○ Jesus did not accept the messengers’ report.  
○ He tells Jarius to not fear, but to believe.  

■ Again, for Jesus, there is a connection between fear and faith.  
■ Mark 4:40 
■ The less faith people have, the more they fear. The more faith people 

have, the less fear they have. There is a correlation between how afraid 
you are and the amount of truth you have in God. 

● Mark 5:39-43 - 39 And when he had entered, he said to them, “Why are you making a 
commotion and weeping? The child is not dead but sleeping.” 40 And they laughed at 
him. But he put them all outside and took the child's father and mother and those who 
were with him and went in where the child was. 41 Taking her by the hand he said to her, 
“Talitha cumi,” which means, “Little girl, I say to you, arise.” 42 And immediately the girl 
got up and began walking (for she was twelve years of age), and they were immediately 
overcome with amazement. 43 And he strictly charged them that no one should know 
this, and told them to give her something to eat. 

○ Jesus says the daughter is just sleeping. 
■ It’s clear in the parallel accounts of Luke and Matthew that Jesus 

understands that the girl is dead.  3

■ Matthew 9:18-26, Luke 8:40-56 
○ The people then laughed at Him. 
○ “Talitha cumi” was a term of endearment. It’s a term a mother would use with 

her daughter. Today it could be translated “honey.”  4

○ When Jesus takes the girls’ hand, she got up and started walking around.  
○ He closes by telling them to feed her.  

● What are some similarities of these two stories? How are the events of the healing of 
the bleeding woman and Jarius’ daughter similar?  5

○ They’re both called daughter (5:23, 34, 35) 
○ Both healings were accomplished by touching (5:27, 41) 
○ One was ill for 12 years. The other was 12 years old (5:25, 42). 

3 Timothy Keller, King’s Cross: The Story of the Whole World in the Life of Jesus (New York: Dutton, 2011), 67. 
4 Keller, King’s Cross, 68. 
5 Culpepper, Mark, 171. 
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○ No human power or skill could heal the woman or girl (5:23, 26). 
○ Both were ritually unclean when Jesus touched and healed them. The woman 

was unclean by a menstrual disorder, the girl by death (5:25, 35). 
○ Fear is mentioned in both healings (5:33, 36). 
○ Before the healings, both the bleeding woman and Jarius believed that Jesus 

could heal them if he touched them (5:23, 28). 
 
 Waiting on the Lord 

● This story speaks to the patience of the Lord.  
○ Jesus was never in a hurry.  
○ Jesus was patient because He knew how the story ends. This is an advantage 

He has over us. 
● God wants us to be patient. 

○ It’s a Fruit of the Spirit - Galatians 5:22-23 
● God will bring everything to its fulfillment in His time. 
● Waiting is part of the Christian vocation. 

○ Waiting on the Lord is a core part of what we do. 
○ We don’t do nothing while we wait, but we do wait.  

● How can we wait well? 
○ Do the Lord’s work until He comes. 

■ “In the Highways” hymn - “I’ll be somewhere working for my Lord” 
■ Be faithful to what God has put in front of you. 

○ Be thankful for God’s patience. 
■ 2 Peter 3:9 - “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count 

slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, 
but that all should reach repentance.” 

■ He is patient toward us so more of us will come to know Him. 
○ Trust God with your patience. 

■ Rest in the fact that God has your best interest at heart and that He will 
restore and reconcile everything to Himself in His perfect timing. 

■ God’s timing is perfect.  


