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Mark 1:40 - And a leper came to him, imploring him, and kneeling said to him, “If you will, you 
can make me clean.” 

● Lepers 
○ In the time of the Gospels, the term leprosy referred to many skin diseases, 

scales, and scabbings.  1

○ Leviticus 13:45-46 - The leprous person who has the disease shall wear torn 
clothes and let the hair of his head hang loose, and he shall cover his upper lip 
and cry out, “Unclean, unclean.” He shall remain unclean as long as he has the 
disease. He is unclean. He shall live alone. His dwelling shall be outside the 
camp. 

○ Lepers suffered physically. 
■ “Leprosy...numbs the extremities”  (if the man here suffered from what 2

we know as leprosy) 
■ They would have been a long, slow, painful death. 

○ Lepers suffered socially. 
■ They had to live outside of the camp.  
■ When people approached, they had to yell out “Unclean! Unclean!” 
■ When people were diagnosed with leprosy, they had to leave their home, 

friends, and family. 
■ Think of the time you felt most alone. 
■ Imagine if you were never touched again.  

○ Lepers suffered spiritually. 
■ Most Jews classified lepers as sinners.  3

● Many people though that lepers did something to deserve their 
leprosy. They were viewed as being cursed by God.  

■ Since lepers were considered unclean, they were not allowed to enter the 
Temple to worship and offer sacrifices. They also could not enter 
synagogues to worship with their faith communities.  

● “If you will, you can make me clean.” 
○ The leper knew that Jesus could heal him. He didn’t know if Jesus would heal 

him. 

1 R. Alan Culpepper, Mark, Smyth & Helwys Bible Commentary (Macon, GA: Smyth & Helwys Publishing, Inc., 2007), 61. 
2 Philip Yancey, Where is God When It Hurts? A Comforting, Healing Guide for Coping with Hard Times (Grand Rapids, MI: 
Zondervan, 1990), 38. 
3 David E. Garland, Mark: The NIV Application Commentary (Grand Rapids, MI: ZondervanPublishingHouse, 1996), 82. 
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■ John Ortberg - “The leper has no doubts about whether Jesus could heal 
him. He just doubts that Jesus would want to. He has a deep sense of 
unworthiness. He is overcome with shame.” 51 

○ That’s us sometimes. At times we question God’s ability. Is God able to heal 
me? Can He _______? At other times, like the leper, we don’t question God’s 
ability-we know He is able-we question His willingness to help. 

 
Mark 1:41 - Moved with pity, he stretched out his hand and touched him and said to him, “I 
will; be clean.” 

● Pity, compassion, indignant  
○ Translations: 

■ “moved with pity” ESV, NRSV 
■ “Jesus was indignant” NIV 
■ “Compassion” KJV, NKJV, NLT, NASV 

○ For many translators, this is a difficult indicate the exact emotional tone here. He 
is both filled with compassion, but also angry. Some manuscripts include 
“becoming angry.” Jesus is both moved with compassion and pity, but he’s also 
angry.  4

○ I like how the NIV renders it best. Jesus became indignant.  
■ indignant - feeling or showing anger because of something unjust or 

unworthy  5

○ Jesus was angry, but he also had compassion. He was angry at the 
predicament the leper was in. 

● Why did Jesus touch the leper? 
○ He did not have to. He healed many people without touching them. (Mark 7:29) 
○ Jesus identifies with all people.  

 
Mark 1:42 - And immediately the leprosy left him, and he was made clean. 

● Immediately he was healed. He became clean. 
● Clean and unclean 

○ One does not become unclean only by sinning. 
○ Sin does make people unclean. 
○ Many physical acts/diseases/situations can also make one unclean. 

 
Mark 1:43-44 - And Jesus sternly charged him and sent him away at once, and said to him, 
“See that you say nothing to anyone, but go, show yourself to the priest and offer for your 
cleansing what Moses commanded, for a proof to them.” 

● When Jews in Jesus’ day had skind diseases of various kinds (leporsy), they had to 
present themselves to priests as a way to prove their healing and to be made ritually 
clean. (Leviticus 13-14) 

4 Pheme Perkins, The New Interpreter’s Bible Commentary, Vol. 7 (Nashville, TN: Abingdon Press, 2015), 409. 
5 Merriam-Webster Dictionary App 



3 

● Jesus not only wanted to restore the leper’s physical health. He wanted to restore his 
social and spiritual standing. 

● Why do you think Jesus told the man to not tell anyone about what Jesus did for him? 
 
Mark 1:45 - But he went out and began to talk freely about it, and to spread the news, so that 
Jesus could no longer openly enter a town, but was out in desolate places, and people were 
coming to him from every quarter. 

● This guy is the opposite of us. Jesus told him to not tell anyone about Him, but he told 
everyone. Jesus tells us to tell everyone about Him, but we tell no one.  

 
Three Considerations 
 
Jesus is incredibly approachable.  

● Rabbis in Jesus’ day prided themselves on being unapproachable.   6

○ People would see them as being so Holy that they would not approach them. 
● Even though Jesus was a rabbi, and the leper was not supposed to approach people, 

there was something about Jesus that led the leper to come to Him. 
● You can approach Jesus. He is not scared of you. You will not hurt Him. He can handle 

it. He’s been through the struggles you’ve been through.  
● People who are approachable really listen to you, are trustworthy, and have your best 

interests at heart.  
○ Leah, Becca, Dr. Huffard 

● I imagine Jesus to be the type of person you can just pour your heart out to, right after 
you meet Him.  

● “Am I becoming more or less approachable?”   7

 
God intends for His people to among the sick in the world.  

● When we say we need to be among the sick in the world, we’re not trying that we’re 
better than those sick sinner. We’re sick, too! And we’ve found the cure for our 
sickness! 

● John Ortberg - “strategy of isolation”   8

○ “Bleeding rabbis”  - To avoid the temptation of lust, when they saw a woman 9

who was a non-family member, they would cover their eyes. 
● Jesus came for the sick. (Mark 2:17) 
● If the church is the body of Christ (1 Corinthians 12:27), and Christ is here for the sick, 

we shoud be serving and loving them as well. 
● Jesus calls His disciples to be salt and light (Matthew 5:13-16). 

○ Lights are useless if placed under a basket. Salt is useless unless it touches 
what it’s meant to preserve or flavor. 

6 John Ortberg, Love Beyond Reason: Moving God’s Love From Your Head to Your Heart (Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 1998), 53. 
7 Ortberg, Love Beyond Reason, 54. 
8 Ortberg, Love Beyond Reason, 51-52. 
9 Ortberg, Love Beyond Reason, 52. 
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● Sometimes the church separates from the world too much.  
● Illustration: a doctor who refused to see sick people because he doesn’t want to get 

sick 
● “Christians are like manure: spread them out and they help everything grow better, but 

keep them in one big pile and they stink horribly.” 
● The church needs to be among the untouchables.  
● Who are the “lepers” or “untouchables” today? 

○ Since people in our society are so different, with different backgrounds, cultures, 
and values, “untouchables” will look different for different people.  

○ LGBTQ+ community, people who had abortions, people who protest against 
abortions, Democrats, Republicans, people who voted for Donald Trump, 
socialists, people from different religious backgrounds, atheists, Muslims, 
undocumented immigrants, people who serve in law enforcement, people who 
are not in college, gun owners, people of a different race, felons, conservative 
Christians, liberal Christians 

● How would Jesus treat the “untouchables” today? How would Jesus love them? 
 
We all need the healing touch of Jesus.  

● We all need to be healed by Jesus.  
● The leper had nowhere to turn. No one could fix what was wrong. Except Jesus. 
● We have a really big problem as well. That’s sin and death. We have nowhere else to 

tuen either. There’s only one person who can save us: Jesus. 
● When unclean things touch clean things, what was once clean becomes unclean. When 

Jesus, who is clean, touches something unclean, the unclean becomes clean.  


