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The message of Jesus is good. 

● I am so excited that we are studying and reflecting on Mark 1:14-15 tonight. There are 
few passages of the Bible that, in a moment, have affected me in such a way that I 
become disoriented, and change the way I view life or God.  

○ A few examples of texts or ideas that rocked my world: 
■ Titus 3:4-7 
■ Lament Psalms 
■ Mark 10:45 
■ Ephesians 5 

● Mark 1:14-15 is one of those passages. Mark 1:14-15 helped me to see the goodness 
of Jesus is a way that I never saw before. This passage made me love Jesus more. 

● “Street preacher” story 
○ On campus there are these “street preachers.” (they usually are not students 

and are not affiliated with the university) They will come to the middle of WKU 
and with a megaphone yell at people. They will say that this woman is 
promiscuous, and that person is probably going to hell. They will quote scripture 
all day long. They will usually draw a crowd. There are counter protests often. 
The onlookers would usually yell back.  

○ I did not like these folks. These folks are the kind of people that give Christ and 
Christians a bad name. (think Westboro Baptist Church) 

○ Something bothered me about these street preachers even more deeply than 
that. What bothered me was that I agreed with a lot of what they were saying. I 
agreed that homosexuality was a sin. I agreed that abortion was a sin. I agreed 
that someone should not live a promiscuous lifestyle. This really bothered me. I 
rarely disagreed with anything they said. I agreed with much of what they said. 
Am I on their side? 

○ A day or two after a street preacher came to WKU, I sat at Spencer’s Coffee 
Shop studying the Gospel of Mark with a college student. And we were at 
1:14-15 when the subject of the street preachers came up.  

○ Then it hit me like a ton of bricks. I understood why I can agree with certain 
aspects of their message, but still think they got it all wrong.  

○ They said that they were spreading “the gospel.” But here’s the problem. What 
does gospel mean? Gospel means “The Good News.” Here’s where they got 
wrong. They were speaking a lot of truth, but there was no good news. 

● You can preach about things that are true. You can say true things and still be wrong. 
You can preach things that are true, but at the end of your gospel presentation, if there 
is no good news for the one you’re preaching to, you’re doing it wrong. 
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○ Even if someone is lost in their sin, there is still good news for them! 
○ “Jesus came to seek and save the lost.” Luke 19:10 

● The Gospel is good news. The message of Jesus is good. What Jesus preaches is 
good. The ethics of Jesus are good. 

○ God sending his Son Jesus to earth to rescue us is good. 
○ The establishment of God’s kingdom is good. 
○ What was accomplished at the cross is good. 
○ Jesus’ resurrection is good. 
○ Jesus’ call to discipleship is good. 
○ The promises of Jesus are good. 

● Often, I think of what I miss out on by being a Christian. Sometimes I think of 
Christianity as being like a straightjacket. Like God is trying to control me just to do it, 
and that He enjoys making me miss out on stuff I would find enjoyable. 

● This is a lie from Satan. 
○ Genesis 3 

● Jesus is good, and He wants good for you.  
● Tonight, we are going to look a little deeper into what gospel means. It means good 

news, and we will reflect on study it a bit more. And then we will examine three 
important aspects of the Gospel in Mark 1:14-15: Kingdom, repentance, and belief. We 
will look at kingdom, repentance, and believe through the lense of the Gospel (good 
news). We will see what the message of the kingdom is good news; why Jesus’ call to 
repentance is good news; and why Jesus’ call to belief is good news. 

 
The Gospel is Good 

● The word for gospel in Greek is euangelion. Euangelion literally means “good news.”  1

● The proclamation of the Gospel is the reason Jesus came. 
○ Mark 1:38 

● Good news is different than good advice. 
○ Often people think that Jesus came just to offer good advice and lifestyle tips. 

● The proclamation of the Gospel is about something that is happening and has already 
happened.  

○ Jesus, the Messiah, the Son of God, really came to earth to establish God’s 
Kingdom.  

○ Jesus really did come. He died. And he was raised. 
● The gospel is about what happened and is happening. 

○ 1 Corinthians 15:1-5 
● How can you tell if the gospel is no longer good news to you? 

○ The gospel is no longer good news if serving God is more obligation than joy. 
○ Do you find joy in God? 
○ Do you serve God out of duty or delight? 

 

1  David Young, Extreme Discipleship: Following Jesus from the Gospel of Mark (Montgomery, AL: E-BookTime, LLC, 2007), 15. 
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The Good News of the Kingdom 
● The Kingdom of God is where God rules and reigns. For centuries, there was this 

expectation of Jews that God was going to reestablish His rule and reign on earth 
through His Messiah.  

○ God’s anointed would reestablish God’s Kingdom and elevate God’s people. 
(Son of David - 2 Samuel 7) 

○ Messiah/Christ = anointed = king 
○ Now but not yet 

● A kingdom always has a king. The Kingdom of God is good news because Jesus is the 
King! 

● What does the kingdom of God look like? 
○ Matthew 4:23 
○ What follows Matthew 4:23 is a glimpse of what the Kingdom of God is like 

(Matthew 5-7, The Sermon on the Mount). 
● “Your kingdom come” (Matthew 6:10) 
● The Kingdom of God is good news, because God has come in the flesh to establish His 

reign on Earth. He accomplishes this through Jesus, the Messiah. We are invited to join 
in on God’s Kingdom. We can participate in God’s bringing His Kingdom to earth.  

  
The Good News of Repentance 

● Repentance simply means to turn, to turn from your old ways and turn to the ways of 
God. 

○ If you took a wrong turn, and then got back on the right path you “repented.” 
● Repentance always implies action. 
● This is one of the most unpopular demands of Jesus. 

○ Someone once said, “We all want Jesus as Savior, but not Jesus as Lord.” 
■ We want Jesus to save us from our sins, but we don’t want Jesus to take 

us out of our sin. 
■ Francis Chan - “[P]eople don’t really want to be saved from their sin; they 

want only to be saved from the penalty of their sin.”  2

● God calls us to change. 
● Why is that good news? Why is me changing my ways (sometimes ways that I really 

enjoy) good news? 
● It is good news because Jesus is not indifferent to your life. 

○ Would a teacher be a good teacher if he or she saw a student that acted up all 
the time, was not smart, and lacked social skills and simply passed that student 
along to the next grade? No. A good teacher cares about the students’ 
well-being. A good teacher cares about who the student becomes, not just 
moving them to the next grade. 

● Jesus always wants to transform you into who He created you to be. 

2 Francis Chan, Crazy Love: Overwhelmed by a Relentless God (Colorado Springs, CO: David C. Cook, 2008), 70. 
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● Let me be clear. God saves you where you are, but he does not leave you there. You do 
not have to clean your life up before you come to Christ. But once you come to Christ, 
he will transform your life. (You will not transform your life if you do not come to Christ 
and be transformed by God’s Holy Spirit) 

● “If anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new 
has come.” 2 Corinthians 5:17 

 
The Good News of Belief 

● Jesus’ call to believe is good news because the object of our faith/belief is God.  
● Faith is a noun, and believe is a verb. In the ancient Greek the two words have the same 

root word.  
● Having faith in something means having confidence or trust in something. 

○ “Now faith is confidence in what we hope for and assurance in what we do not 
see.” Hebrews 11:1 (NIV) 

● We can place our trust in God. We can have confidence in God! God is trustworthy. 
● It’s much better to have a little faith is something that is trustworthy, than a lot of faith in 

something that is not trustworthy. 
○ Timothy Keller - “The faith that changes the life and connects to God is best 

conveyed by the word ‘trust.’ Imagine you are on a high cliff and lose your 
footing and begin to fall. Just beside you as you fall is a branch sticking out of 
the very edge of the cliff. It is your only hope and it is more than strong enough 
to support your weight. How can it save you? If your mind is filled with 
intellectual certainty that the branch can support you, but you don't actually 
reach out and grab it, you are lost. If your mind is instead filled with doubts and 
uncertainty that the branch can hold you, but you reach out and grab it anyway, 
you will be saved. Why? It is not the strength of your faith but the object of your 
faith that actually saves you. Strong faith in a weak branch is fatally inferior to 
weak faith in a strong branch.”   3

● When we reach out in faith to God, God will never let you down. Even when you’re 
having struggles, God will not let you down. 

○ “If we are faithless, God is faithful.” 2 Timothy 2:13 
● It is good news to have faith in God because God is faithful. 
● What do you put your faith in? 

○ There are a lot of things we could talk about, but the thing/person we put our 
faith in most often is ourselves. 

○ “No one on earth has let you down more than you have.” Matt Chandler 
■ You lie to yourself 
■ Promise you won’t do that again 
■ Paul says that what he wants to do he doesn’t do and what he doesn’t 

want to do he does. (Romans 7) 

3 Timothy Keller, The Reason for God: Belief in an Age of Skepticism (New York: Riverhead Books, 2008), 244-245. 
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○ We’ve all heard the motivational phrase, “Believe in yourself.” There is some 
truth to that statement, because we were made in God’s image (Genesis 1:27) 
an we are his workmanship/handiwork (Ephesians 2:10), but we lack faith and 
fail.  

○ Whenever we may fail God, God will never fail us. 
● It is good news to believe in God because God is faithful. 

 
The Best News 

● The message of Jesus is not only good news; it’s the best news you’ll ever hear. 
● Do you believe that the message of Jesus is good?  
● Are you living as a citizen of the Kingdom of God? 
● Is there an area of your life where you need to repent, to turn back to God? 
● Do you need to trust God more? In what ways are you lacking trust in God? 


