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Mission Trip
● Siempre Familia Iglesia de Cristo in Fort Worth, TX
● Ask students this:

○ What did we do there?
○ What was your favorite part of the mission trip?
○ What did you gain from your experience?
○ What would you say to someone who has never gone on a mission trip before,

but might consider going next year?

Relationships
● There is nothing in this world that causes more stress and conflict than relationships.
● There’s also nothing in this world that causes more joy and hope than relationships.
● The cause of both tension, hurt, and joy are relationships.
● Until the end of the semester we are going to discuss relationships (marriage, dating,

sex, friendship, and singleness).
● But before we get into the more specifics areas or relationships we are going to

address, I will now address the most important relationship we have: our relationship
with God. We will discuss how God at His core is relational and how God relates to us.

The Trinity
● This is one of the core teachings of the early church. The Trinity was one of the

distinguishing markers of the Christian religion in the first few centuries. If you were to
go look at the early Christian creeds (creeds are early summaries of the Christian faith)
they all explicitly state that the the Trinity was an essential tenet of the Christian faith.

○ Nicene Creed in 381 CE
● The classic way of stating the Trinity is “one substance and three persons.”1

● God the Father is not the Son or the Spirit, but is God… (show slide)
● Community is at the core of who God is.
● The Triune God has been in an eternal community within itself forever.

The Greatest Command (Mark 12:28-34)
● Relationship is core to who God is. It’s no coincidence that when Jesus was asked what

the greatest command is he said to love God and love people.

1 Mark Powell, Centered in God: The Trinity and Christian Spirituality (Abilene, TX: ACU Press, 2014), 36.



Jesus and His relationship to us. (Philippians 2:1-11)
● Paul says in verse 5 to “have this mind among yourselves, which is yours in Christ

Jesus.” What Paul says before verse 5 is because that is exactly what Paul says in verse
5 and following.

● Philippians 2:6-11 is an ancient hymn that Paul is quoting here. It’s known as the “Christ
Hymn.” If you were to read this in the original language you would sense a cadence and
lyrical rhythm while reading this. Paul could have written this song, or he is just quoting
it.

● “Christ Hymn”
○ Jesus was God (vs. 6a)
○ He emptied his God-ness, he humbled Himself and became a human (vs. 6b-7)

■ Incarnation
○ He humbled Himself and was obedient even to the point of a death on the cross

(vs. 8)
○ Jesus is above all (vs. 9-11)

We treat others with whom we have a relationship with how Jesus treated those he had a
relationship with.

● According to verses 1-4, how are we to relate to others?
● Paul’s only complaint in Philippians was to encourage 2 women to agree and to stop

arguing.


